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(1) The financial condition of the mu-
seum as reflected in its financial state-
ments; 

(2) The quality of the museum’s plans 
for remedying any financial weak-
nesses in the museum’s operations; and 

(3) The qualifications of the museum 
staff assigned to financial management 
activities. 

(f) Long-range plans. What is the qual-
ity of the museum’s long-range plans 
for financial and program develop-
ment? What are the museum’s plans for 
the expenditure of the grant funds? 
IMLS considers such factors as: 

(1) The quality of the museum’s long-
range plans; how the museum proposes 
to implement them; how practical are 
the steps the museum plans to take to 
implement them? 

(2) The probability that the General 
Operating Support grant, if awarded, 
will assist the museum in carrying out 
its long-range plans; 

(3) In what manner will this grant, if 
awarded, contribute to maintaining, 
increasing or improving the museum’s 
services? 

(g) Community commitment. How com-
mitted to the museum are its users and 
supporters? Does the museum have a 
substantial base of non-Federal sup-
port? Does it have a strong volunteer 
program? IMLS considers such factors 
as: 

(1) The quality and extent of the fi-
nancial support that the museum re-
ceives from the private sector and 
other non-Federal sources and the ex-
tent to which this support is stable, 
broad-based and indicative of con-
tinuing community commitment; 

(2) The quality of the museum’s vol-
unteer program and its program of in-
kind contributions and their impor-
tance to the museum’s annual oper-
ations; and 

(3) The commitment of its users to 
the museum as evidenced by such fac-
tors as participation in membership 
and docent programs, fund raising and 
other supportive activities. 

(h) Non-Federal support. To what ex-
tent, if any, will the General Operating 
Support requested enable the museum 
to increase its base of State, local and 
private funding in the year for which 
assistance is requested and beyond? 

(i) Past use of IMLS funds (when appli-
cable). Has the museum used its IMLS 
funds effectively? How and in what 
amounts and in what manner have they 
been used?

§ 1180.14 [Reserved]

§ 1180.15 Duration of grants. 
The grantee may use grant funds dur-

ing the period specified in the grant 
document unless the grant is suspended 
or terminated. If the grantee needs ad-
ditional time to complete the grant, 
the grantee may apply for an extension 
of the grant period without additional 
funds. The Director may approve this 
extension at his or her discretion. 

[57 FR 36905, Aug. 17, 1992]

§ 1180.16 Contributions, restricted ac-
counts. 

(a) For a particular fiscal year, and 
for one or more programs, the Director 
may determine that an amount equal 
to the amount to be awarded (or a per-
centage thereof) to an applicant under 
the Act must consist of non-Federal 
funds contributed to the museum in ex-
cess of the non-Federal funds contrib-
uted to the museum for its imme-
diately preceding fiscal year. 

(b) A museum shall maintain a re-
stricted account for funds received 
under the Act. 

[57 FR 36905, Aug. 17, 1992, as amended at 66 
FR 47096, Sept. 11, 2001]

§ 1180.17 Reports. 
In its final reports a grantee shall 

briefly detail how the expenditure of 
the grant funds has satisfied the pro-
posed use of the funds as stated in its 
General Operating Support application 
or has accomplished the proposal as set 
forth in its application and has served 
the purpose of the Act as reflected in 
the applicable evaluation criteria in 
§ 1180.13. 

[60 FR 63964, Dec. 13, 1995]

§ 1180.18 Maintenance of effort. 
A grantee must be able to dem-

onstrate a continuing effort to main-
tain or increase its base of financial 
support during the fiscal year for 
which it receives a grant from IMLS. A 
grantee successfully demonstrates 
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maintenance of effort if its non-federal 
operating income during the fiscal year 
of its award is at least equal to its non-
federal operating income for its imme-
diately preceding fiscal year. 

[49 FR 14111, Apr. 10, 1984]

§ 1180.19 [Reserved]

§ 1180.20 Guidelines and standards for 
conservation projects. 

(a) Scope. The guidelines and stand-
ards in this document apply to all as-
pects of the IMLS conservation grant 
program including the submission of 
applications by museums for conserva-
tion grants, to the award, review and 
approval of such applications by IMLS, 
and to the carrying out of conservation 
grants awarded by IMLS. 

(b) Applicability of regulations. (1) Ex-
cept as otherwise provided in these 
guidelines, subparts A–C of this part, 
part 1180 of Title 45 CFR, (45 CFR 
1180.1–1180.58) (IMLS Grants Regula-
tions), as amended, including §§ 1180.35, 
1180.41, 1180.45, 1180.48, and 1180.49, 
apply to the IMLS conservation grant 
program. 

(2) Sections 1180.11(d) does not apply. 
A museum which applies for a con-
servation grant need not submit a 
long-range plan. 

(3) Section 1180.16(b), which provides 
for the maintenance of a restricted ac-
count, does apply to conservation 
grants. 

(4) Section 1180.18 (relating to main-
tenance of effort) does not apply. 

(5) In addition to submitting the final 
report required by § 1180.17, a grantee 
must submit an interim report in ac-
cordance with a schedule set forth in 
the grant award document. An appli-
cant that has received a prior con-
servation grant from IMLS the per-
formance of which has not been com-
pleted may be required to submit an 
additional performance report or sub-
mit an interim report early. 

(c) Definition. As used in these guide-
lines, the term conservation includes, 
but is not limited to, the following 
functions, as applied to art, history, 
natural history, science and tech-
nology, and living collections: 

(1) Technical examination of mate-
rials and surveys of environmental and 
collection conditions; 

(2) Provision, insofar as practicable, 
of optimum environmental conditions 
for housing, exhibition, monitoring, re-
formating, nurturing and transpor-
tation of objects; 

(3) Physical treatment of objects, 
specimens and organisms, for the pur-
pose of stabilizing, conserving and pre-
serving their condition, removal of 
inauthentic additions or accretions, 
and physical compensation for losses; 
species survival activities; and 

(4) Research and training in con-
servation. 

(d) Applicants. Under the Museum and 
Library Services Act only a museum 
may receive a grant. (20 U.S.C. 9173(a)). 
See § 1180.3 of the IMLS regulations for 
the definition of ‘‘museum’’. A museum 
may apply for and receive only one 
conservation grant under this program 
in a fiscal year. 

(e) Types of conservation projects fund-
ed. IMLS considers applications to 
carry out conservation projects such 
as: 

(1) Projects to develop improved or 
less costly methods of conservation, or 
to maintain or improve conservation 
with respect to one or more collec-
tions, including— 

(i) Projects involving surveys of con-
servation needs and 

(ii) Projects to establish or maintain 
optimum environmental conditions. 

(2) Projects to conduct research in 
conservation (including developmental 
and basic research). 

(3) Projects to conduct or obtain 
training in conservation (including 
training of persons for careers as pro-
fessional conservators; training or up-
grading of practicing conservators and 
conservation technicians in the use of 
new materials and techniques; and 
training of persons to become con-
servation technicians). 

(4) Projects related to museum con-
servation needs not regularly addressed 
by other Federal funding agencies. 

(5) Projects to meet the conservation 
needs of museums which are unable to 
maintain their own individual con-
servation facilities. Because grants are 
made only to museums, organizations 
which operate regional conservation 
centers but which are not museums are 
ineligible for a direct grant. However, a 
museum or a group of museums may 
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